
Page �1

If, like me, you love the look of a knitted hat but haven’t 
the patience, or skills to make one, then this might just 
be for you……. 
 

The Waistcoat Stitch Hat  
Or 

The ‘Not Knit’ Hat 
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Pattern Notes 

The pattern is written for a small/medium adult sized hat. 
This pattern is worked from the top down, mostly using ‘waistcoat’ stitch (wcs).  This is a 
stitch very similar to a double crochet stitch (dc) but instead of working into the top loops 
of the stitch as you normally would, you work into the ‘v’ underneath.  This stitch can only 
effectively be used in the round, not on rows.   

This pattern is worked in a spiral, you may find it useful to place a marker to define the 
start of your ‘round’.  If you are a confident hooker use your ‘increase’ stitches as a guide 
for the first 8 rounds, and place a marker in your final increase to mark the round end. 

You will need: 
100g DK yarn (you will use about 150m) 
4.5mm hook 
Optional stitch marker 
Tapestry needle for ends 
Optional Pom-pom and button 

Stitches used - all UK terms 
dc - double crochet 
htc - half treble crochet 
wcs - waistcoat stitch 
fptr/fphtr/fpdc - front post stitch 
bptr/bphtr/bpdc - back post stitch 

To start 

•  Ch 3, and htc x 7 into the furthest chain from hook. 

• R1.  Ch1, and dc into same stitch, then 2x dc into each stitch all around.  Do not join, but 
place marker.  Work in the spiral from here 

• R2.  Into next stitch (which should be the first of your ‘increase’ stitches from the round 
before), start with 2x wcs, working into the ‘v’ from the previous round, and then 1x wcs 
into the next stitch.  Repeat to marker 

• R3.  2x wcs into first stitch, 1x wcs into the next 2 stitches 

• R4.  2x wcs into first stitch, 1x wcs into the next 3 stitches 

• R5.  2x wcs into first stitch, 1x wcs into the next 4stitches 

• R6.  2x wcs into first stitch, 1x wcs into the next 5 stitches 

• R7.  2x wcs into first stitch, 1x wcs into the next 6 stitches 

• R8.  2x wcs into first stitch, 1 x wcs into the next 7 stitches 
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• R9 onwards, wcs into each stitch until the hat is about an inch less than required length.  

If, as you work, you feel the hat is going to be too big around the head, reduce your stitch 
count by doing 2 or 3 WCS2TOG equally spaced around the hat. 

Once you are happy with the main body you can start your ribbing, just make sure that you 
have an even number of stitches before hand.   

• No need to slip or chain up, just fptr into the next 2 stitches, and then bptr into the 
following 2.  You may prefer to do single fptr and bptr ribbing, either is totally fine. 

• Repeat all around, and then repeat for another 2-3 rows, depending on how long you 
want your ribbing.   

• Change your stitches to fphtr and bphtr for a round, using the same sequence for ribbing 
as before.   

• For the final round finish with a row go fpdc and bpdc all around. 
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Bind off and weave in ends 

You may want to add a pom-pom for that finishing touch, I always sew a button into the inside of 
the hat, right at the starting circle and use pom-poms with an elasticated hook/loop.  This way 
they can be removed or interchanged. 
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